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August 12, 2021 

Dear Members of the Herricks School Community, 

I hope that you and your family are enjoying a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer. We look 

forward to welcoming all of our students back to in-person learning five days a week in the fall 

and are making preparations for a safe and successful new school year for all of our students in 

Herricks. We are not offering a fully remote option. The school guidance recently issued by the 

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) states, in part, that “everything possible must be done to 

keep students in schools in-person”. We believe that in-person instruction is the best option for 

many reasons, including providing student-centered collaborative learning, a supportive school 

culture and social interaction. See the following link for the guidance document from the AAP: 

American Academy of Pediatrics’ COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools 

The local Nassau County Department of Health has issued guidance that recommends that school 

districts use the school guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in developing 

our school Covid safety protocols. This document, along with the school guidance issued by the 

AAP, was recently reviewed by our District Reopening Task Force Health and Safety 

Committee, which consists of parents (some of whom are medical doctors), teachers, 

administrators and school nurses. Based on the CDC guidance, protocols to ensure the safe 

opening of school have been created by the District. We all recognize that the path of the 

pandemic is unpredictable and ever changing. We therefore anticipate that the CDC and 

Department of Health will modify its recommendations in response to the changing landscape as 

the school year progresses. The District will respond accordingly. 

As we begin the new school year, the Covid safety protocols for Herricks will include the 

following: 

 Indoor face masking will be required for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors in all schools, 
regardless of vaccination status. Facemasks will be optional outdoors. 

 There will be three foot social distancing in classrooms. 
 We will continue to stress the importance of frequent hand hygiene and the thorough regular 

daily cleaning and disinfecting of classrooms, buildings, and school busses. 
 Over the summer, we reconditioned and changed the filters in all of the uninvent ventilation 

systems in each classroom to ensure the optimum circulation of fresh air. Classroom windows 
will also remain open. 

 We will conduct random daily temperature checks for students and staff members. All visitors to 
our schools will have a required temperature check. Students and staff members should stay 
home when sick. 

 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
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The health and safety of our students and staff remain our first priority. More detailed 

information and an updated list of frequently asked questions will be provided prior to the 

opening of school. I am confident that Herricks will emerge from the pandemic better and 

stronger than ever before. Many wonderful facilities improvements have taken place throughout 

the District over the summer, and the 2021-22 school year will include the rollout of our one to 

one Chromebook initiative. As always, our goal is for students to strive for excellence in all that 

they do and reach their fullest potential. We are also committed to providing our students with 

the social and emotional support they need to be happy and successful. We look forward to the 

new school year with great optimism and enthusiasm. Feel free to contact me or your building 

principal if you have any questions, concerns or special needs. Thank you. 

Regards, 

Fino M. Celano, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools          


